St Matthew's
Catholic Parish

W

(Established 1831)

12 Tebbutt Street, Windsor, NSW 2756

Telephone: (02) 4577 3073

Our Parish Mission Statement:

faith shared in service.

| |
i We believe and live out the mission of Jesus Christ as a community of worship and i
| |

Parish Team:
Parish Priest: Fr Ranillo Creta
Sacramental Coordinator: Ms Cita Adams
Parish Secretary: Ms Judy Rigg
Parish email: windsor@parracatholic.org
www.stmatthewswindsor.org.au

Office hours next week 9.30am to 4.30pm
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
9.30am to 4pm Wednesday

Schools:
St Matthew’s Primary __Phone: 4560 2300

Principal: Mr Ben Ticehurst

Chisholm Catholic Primary Phone: 4573 3200
Principal: Mr Michael Mifsud

Bede Polding College Phone: 4560 2900
Principal: Mr Greg Malone

Masses:
Weekend:
Sat. Vigil
Sun.

6.00pm
7.30am, 9.00am and 5.00pm

Weekday:.

Tuesday to Saturday 9.00am

Reconciliation

Saturday 9.30am

Holy Hour for Children
First Friday each month

6.00pm

Sodality of Our Lady (in hall):
Every Monday 3.30pm to 4.30pm (children)

Pilgrim Rosary (in hall):
Every Tuesday 7pm

Legion of Mary (in hall):
Every Thursday 6pm (youth)
Every Thursday 7.15pm (adult)

Divine Mercy Prayer Group (in hall):
Every second Saturday 10am

Baptisms:
1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays each month.

Marriages:
By appointment

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time year C
31st August, 2025 2

A story was told about a woman who, :
with her fiancé, planned a wedding recep- t
tion at a swish New York hotel. Then, one (W A A A |
week before the wedding, he pulled out of the coming marriage —
but she couldn’t pull out of the contract with the hotel. Knocked by
her rejection, she didn’t withdraw into herself. She had paid for a
party, then party she would...just not with quite the same guests.
She went to the local refuges for the poor and homeless and invited
the people there to come party with her and her friends. What a
change of venue for them for one night! What a party!

When we hear this story, indeed when we hear Jesus’ injunction
in the Gospel to invite the poor and rejected instead of our family
and friends to our parties, we might be inspired but, for all intents
and purposes, we ignore the idea as impractical. But is it? If we pre-
sume that Jesus might be telling this story with Semitic exaggeration,
we can then consider how we could apply this in ordinary life. In vir-
tually every human gathering, there are people who are popular and
those who are not, people who are a delight to be with and those
with whom we struggle. Our tendency is to mix with those with
whom we feel comfortable or who could do us a favour. But imagine
if, every day, we discombobulated ourselves and were friendly to
one person whom we would prefer to ignore...slowly, slowly our
hearts would expand with generosity. Slowly, slowly our social skills
would improve (yes, that is a payoff). Slowly, slowly we would love
like God. We don’t need to wait till we have a party to live out this
command of Jesus. We can do it when we go to church, to work, in
our street...indeed, in almost any place where people gather: we can
welcome the poor and socially marginalised.

REST IN THE LOVE OF YOUR GOD.
Think about the times when you gather with other people — at work,
at church, at social events. Who do you spend your time with? Is it
the same people? Do you mix around?
Who are the people who are socially isolated within these groups?
Can you imagine ways that you could make these people more wel-

come? What could you say to draw them into the group?
Sr Kym Harris osb www.prayasyoucan.com.au
Graphics: youngcatholics.com

| PLEASE NOTE: :
I ON MONDAY, 8TH SEPTEMBER WE WILL BE HOLDING A9AM |
: MASS FOR THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. I
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Have mercy on me, O Lord, for | cry to you all the day long. ‘W
O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who \ ’/
call to you.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiasticus 3 : 17-20, 28-29
Humble yourself and you will find favour with the Lord.

RESPONSE: God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12 : 18-19, 22-24

You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God.
ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! Take my yoke upon you; learn from me, for | am gentle
and lowly in heart. Alleluia!
GOSPEL.: Luke 14 : 1, 7-14
All who exult themselves shall be humbled and all who humble themselves
shall be exulted.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: How great is the goodness, Lord, that you keep for those who fear you.

|PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Deceased: Please pray for the recently deceased Antoine Bazouni, Greg Sheil, John Cook,
(Anniversaries of Kevin Lamond, Margaret and John Muscat, Carmelo and Carmen Grima,
Paul Farrugia) as well as Philip and Mary Mifsud, Carmelo and Elizabeth Vella, John Mifsud,
Nicola and Antonia Ripa, Jesse Ripa, Bonnie Farrugia, John Ripa, Josephine Galea,

Paul Gauci, Presentacion Perez, Chris, John, Maryanne Sultana and family.

Sick: Please pray for Maggie Abraham, Susitina Makasini, Christopher Sales, Thelma Rays,
: Fely Watkins, Lizella Sciberras, Sam Galea, Kevin Hawkins, Julieta Hawkins, Joe Vella,

i Kate Rogers, Delina Galea, Alya Oyon-Oyon and Riley Oyon-Oyon.

| THE MONDAY CLUB |
| Our next meeting will be this Monday, 1st September at 12pm at Clarendon Tavern. Come and join us for good food :
: and conversation. Everyone is welcome. If you would like more information, contact Suzanne on 0408 028 426. I

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM - RECONCILIATION

The Reconciliation Program. will start with a Parent Information Evening at 7pm on Tuesday,

2nd September and 7pm Wednesday, 3rd September. Parents only need to attend one meet-

ing. Then, the épm and Yam Masses on the following two weekends éth/7th September and

13th/14th September will be enrolment Masses for the children taking part in the program.

HOLY HOUR FOR CHILDREN
We will be holding the monthly Holy Hour for children this Friday, 5th September at 6pm in the
Church followed by Mass at 7pm. All parishioners especially children, are invited to attend.

EThis Father’s Day, as we thank the father figures in our lives, let’s also honour our spiritual fa- D
Ethers — the priests who nurture our faith. Your generosity helps ensure our ageing priests re- &
! ceive the care, comfort, and dignity they deserve in this next chapter of their lives. Please give ‘%
i generously at next weekends appeal. An envelope is attached for you to return next weekend.

| CATHOLIC CARE MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR THOSE WE HAVE LOST

| Catholic Care Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains, together with White Lady Funerals, invite you to a memo-
i rial service to remember loved ones who have died or tragically lost their lives. The service will be held on Thurs-

I day 11th September from 10am to midday at Mamre House and Farm, Orchard Hills. There will be an opportunity
I'to plant a rose bush in our Garden of Remembrance. Counsellors and a Chaplain will be present throughout the

: event to offer support if needed. Kindly RSVP by Monday 8th September to Lisa, Catholic Care: 0439 917 129 or

1 (02) 8843 2500 or Christy, White Lady Funerals: (02) 4731 4385

ROSTERS: 6TH/7TH SEPTEMBER, 2025 23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C
Church Cleaning: J. Dimech. Sacristy: B. and N. Duff.

Masses: 6.00pm 7.30am 9.00am 5.00pm
Commentator: H. Sobiesiak S. Mackenzie I. Willingham A. Pennings
Reader/s: T. Ripa E. El Hindy T. Victorino E. Sultana
Acolyte/Adult Server |J. Dimech M. Hutchison F. Watkins D. Edgar




ST MATTHEW'S INVITES YOU TO OUR
SPECIAL FUNDRAISING EVENT:

BWWB@W

WHEN: FRIDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER STARTING AT 6:00PM
WHERE: ST MATTHEW'S PARISH HALL
COST: $35 PER PERSON

JOIN US FOR A GUIDED PAINTING SESSION, ACCOMPANIED BY A GLASS OF WINE
ON ARRIVAL, A PLATE OF NIBBLIES AND AN EXCITING RAFFLE! COME TOGETHER
WITH YOUR PARISH COMMUNITY FOR AN EVENING OF

PAINTING, PRAYER AND FELLOWSHIP!

LIMITED SPACES!
TO RSVP PLEASE MESSAGE REBECCA ON 0401100186 WITH YOUR NAME, NUMBER OF

ATTENDEES AND ANY DIETARY REQUIREMENTS TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT.
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Brunch (in St Matthew’s School grounds)
will follow the 9am Mass.
Please bring a plate for all to share.
~ 3 Also, bring a picnic rug/chair and
IS cold drinks for your family.
A Tea and coffee will be provided.

@ ‘ * Please note this will be a alcohol free celebration




