St Matthew's
Catholic Parish

W

(Established 1831)

12 Tebbutt Street, Windsor, NSW 2756
Telephone: (02) 4577 3073

Our Parish Mission Statement:

faith shared in service.

| |
i We believe and live out the mission of Jesus Christ as a community of worship and i
| |

Parish Team:
Parish Priest: Fr Ranillo Creta
Sacramental Coordinator: Ms Cita Adams
Parish Secretary: Ms Judy Rigg
Parish email: windsor@parracatholic.org
www.stmatthewswindsor.org.au

Office hours next week 9.30am to 4.00pm
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday

Schools:
St Matthew’s Primary _Phone: 4560 2300

Principal: Mr Ben Ticehurst

Chisholm Catholic Primary Phone: 4573 3200
Principal: Mr Michael Mifsud

Bede Polding College Phone: 4560 2900
Principal: Mr Greg Malone

Masses:
Weekend:
Sat. Vigil
Sun.

Weekday:
Tuesday to Saturday

6.00pm
7.30am, 9.00am and 5.00pm

9.00am

Reconciliation

Saturday 9.30am

Children’s Liturgy
Every Sunday during the 9am Mass

Holy Hour for Children
First Friday each month

6.00pm

Sodality of Our Lady (in hall):
Every Monday 3.30pm to 4.30pm (children)

Pilgrim Rosary (in hall):
Every Tuesday 7pm

Legion of Mary (in hall):
Every Thursday 6pm (youth)
Every Thursday 7.15pm (adult)

Divine Mercy Prayer Group (in hall):
Every second Saturday 10am

Baptisms:
1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays each month.

Marriages:
By appointment

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C
26th October, 2025

This week’s gospel passage flows on directly

from last week’s gospel and continues the teach-
ing of Jesus about prayer. Whereas the preced-
ing passage emphasised the need for persis-
tence in prayer, this passage is about the way in
which we come before God in prayer. It is the
tax collector, whose simple prayer is ‘God, be
merciful to me, a sinner,” who goes home at rights with God. In this
simple prayer, the tax collector recognises that he is not in right rela-
tionship with God and asks for God’s mercy. This is a hallmark of the
lowly and outcast in the gospel of Luke: they recognise their need
and seek God’s forgiveness and mercy. The model of faith that is
depicted over and over again in this gospel is the one who recognis-
es their need for God’s loving mercy and asks for it. We are repeat-
edly reminded that God’s mercy, forgiveness and abundant love are
constantly out-flowing towards us and all we have to do is humbly
desire and welcome them.
Humility is at the heart of this parable. The Pharisee is representa-
tive of those who are assured of their own rightness but who rely on
comparison with others to make themselves feel righteous and justi-
fied. The actions of this man were not limited to Pharisees alone, nor
are they limited to a particular time and place. This man’s attitude of
asserting his own faithfulness and religious observance by compari-
son with others can be easily seen in the world today. All faiths seem
to be afflicted with these characters who assure themselves of their
own ‘goodness’ by railing against those who are different. But, as the
parable assures us, it is the humble who are exalted by God.

LIVING THE GOSPEL — COMPETITIVE PRAYER!
For the Pharisee, his prayer is a competition. He prays aloud so that
others can hear him and be impressed. Perhaps he thinks that God is
as impressed as those who look up to him? His prayer is also an op-
portunity to make himself look good at the expense of another. Cer-
tainly, prayer is a time to celebrate with God our triumphs and suc-
cesses, but above all it is an opportunity to be truly honest with God
and with ourselves. The prayer of the tax collector is the most hon-
est of prayers. This honesty is what is impressive; not the competi-

tive showing off.
Greg Sunter www.liturgyhelp.com
Graphics: rogerfarnworth.com

[ PLEASE DO NOT ENTER THE CHURCH IF YOU ARE FEELING UNWELL. ]




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and ! ’,

his strength; constantly seek his face. /
FIRST READING: Sirach 35: 12-14, 16-18 @
The prayer of the humble will penetrate the heavens.
RESPONSE: The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 4 : 6-8, 16-18
All that remains is the crown of righteousness reserved for me.

ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; and
the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. Alleluia!
GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14
The publican returned to his home justified; the pharisee did not.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: We will ring out our joy at your saving help and exult in the name of our
God.

| PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS: :
| Deceased: Please pray for the recently deceased Grazio Vella, John McCarter as well as |
| Neil Toole, Karen Bartolo, Joseph and Josephine Sultana, Chris, John, Maryanne Sultana |
i and family.
i Sick: Please pray for Maggie Abraham, Susitina Makasini, Christopher Sales, Thelma Rays, :
! Fely Watkins, Lizella Sciberras, Sam Galea, Kevin Hawkins, Julieta Hawkins, Joe Vella, i
I Delina Galea, Sandra Vaughan, Antoinette Vella, Alya Oyon-Oyon and Riley Oyon-Oyon. i
NOVEMBER MASSES |
| November is the month of Holy Souls and the ‘Book of Life’ and envelopes, will be available in the foyer i
|

of the Church. During the whole of November, Masses will be offered for our deceased loved ones.

I SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM - Reconciliation

| During special Liturgies at 7pm on Tuesday and Wednesday of next week, the children who have

' been preparing will receive their First Reconciliation. Please keep the children and their families in
| l your prayers at this special time.

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION TALK

The next talk will be held this Thursday, 30th October at 7.30pm in the hall. Baptisms are held on the first,
second and third Sundays of each month and bookings for the Baptism are made at the talk. Bookings
are also required for the talk and can be made by contacting the Parish Office.

i DEAR PARISHIONERS PLEASE NOTE
i All Saints Day is Saturday, 1st November. On that day, there will be a 9am Mass. As All Souls Day is
i Sunday, 2nd November the Saturday 6pm Mass will be the vigil for All Souls Day.

 BEREAVEMENT MASS Jgﬁf«g}

i On Friday, 7th November we will be holding our annual Bereavement Mass at 7pm. This ?}é

' Mass will be dedicated to remembering our deceased family and friends. égij wg
 HOLY HOUR FOR CHILDREN B

. i Prior to the Bereavement Mass on Friday, 7th November, we will be holding Holy Hour for M

: Children which will start at 6pm. All parishioners are welcome to attend.

iCHURCH RESTORATION PROJECT I
: Many thanks to all those who gave their time to attend the parish meeting to discuss the Church Restora- |
!tion Fundraising Project. The parish finance committee has been working on this challenging project for i
'the last three years or so and will continue for several years to come in an effort to raise the $400,000 i
! needed to do major repairs to our 185 year old heritage church. Many good fund-raising ideas were dis- |
I cussed, several of which were agreed to implement in the coming months. We will keep parishioners ad- |
!vised of progress and welcome your fundraising ideas and offers of support for the various projects. If you |
I have any ideas for fundraising that you would like to share, please contact the Parish Office. i

ROSTERS: 1ST/2ND NOVEMBER, 2025 ALL SOULS DAY YEAR C

Church Cleaning: T. Ripa and S. Mitchell Sacristy: D. Marshall and M. Hutchison.
Masses: 6.00pm 7.30am 9.00am 5.00pm
Commentator: H. Sobiesiak S. Mackenzie C. Conolly A. Pennings
Reader/s: A. Dimech J. Wein [. Willingham E. Sultana
Acolyte/Adult Server: |J. Dimech M. Hutchison P. Tran D. Edgar




