
     (Established 1831) 

   12 Tebbutt Street, Windsor, NSW 2756 
  Telephone: (02) 4577 3073 

Our Parish Mission Statement: 
We believe and live out the mission of Jesus Christ as a community of worship and 

faith shared in service.   

Third Sunday of Advent Year A 

   14th  December, 2025 
       
Why would John the Baptist send mes-
sengers to question Jesus? We recall 
from last week’s gospel passage that John had a somewhat 
‘fire and brimstone’ perception of what Jesus would be like. 
Perhaps as he sat in his prison cell John began to wonder 
whether Jesus was indeed the Messiah that John believed him 
to be. Perhaps the question was not for himself but rather for 
his disciples that he sent to Jesus. Given the answer that Jesus 
provided them, perhaps John’s intention was for the disciples 
to recognise that Jesus was in fact the one that John had pro-
claimed and that the disciples should switch their allegiance to 
Jesus. John probably guessed that he would not be leaving that 
prison alive and may have been leading his disciples to the 
next step in their discipleship by having them go and scrutinise 
Jesus. 
 
The indirect answer that Jesus provides to the query would 
have not sounded like such a roundabout response as it does 
to us. The picture Jesus describes of the blind seeing, the lame 
walking, lepers cleansed, and the deaf hearing would have 
been very familiar to those who were listening and the first au-
dience of this gospel. These were signs of the coming of the 
Messiah that had been foretold by the prophets. In his answer, 
Jesus effectively says, ‘Well, all the things that are supposed to 
happen when the Messiah comes are happening now with me. 
There’s your answer!’  
 
The reading continues to build on the Advent themes of antici-
pation, preparedness and hope. As we draw closer to the cele-
bration of the Nativity, in this reading is confirmation that our 
hope is not misplaced. Today’s readings emphasise the joy that 
lies in the anticipation and expectation of what is coming.  
 

SCRIPTURAL CONTEXT – JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Jesus is not recorded as asking the messengers about John’s 
wellbeing. He doesn’t appear to express any concern about 
John’s imprisonment. Yet Jesus must have felt this situation 
very deeply. John the Baptist and Jesus were related; they were 
cousins. The depth of his feeling is reflected when Jesus speaks 
so positively and powerfully about John. It reads almost as a 
eulogy that might be given at a funeral; praising the greatness 
of the deceased. Yet regardless of John’s greatness, Jesus as-
sures his audience that even the least in the kingdom is greater 
than John. 
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Parish Team: 

Parish Priest:  Fr Ranillo Creta 

Sacramental Coordinator:  Ms Cita Adams 

Parish Secretary:   Ms Judy Rigg 

Parish email: windsor@parracatholic.org  

www.stmatthewswindsor.org.au 

Office hours next week 9.30am to 4.30pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

9.30am to 4pm Wednesday 
 

Masses: 
 Weekend:  
 Sat. Vigil 6.00pm    
 Sun.   7.30am, 9.00am and 5.00pm 
 

 Weekday: 
 Tuesday to Saturday   9.00am 
    

 Reconciliation  
 Saturday        8.15am and 9.30am 
 

 Children’s Liturgy 
 Every Sunday during the 9am Mass  
  
 Holy Hour for Children     
 First Friday each month  6.00pm 
  
 Sodality of Our Lady (in hall): 
 Every Monday 3.30pm to 4.30pm (children) 
 

 Pilgrim Rosary (in hall): 
 Every Tuesday 7pm 
 

 Legion of Mary (in hall): 
 Every Thursday 6pm (youth) 
 Every Thursday 7.15pm (adult)  
  
 Divine Mercy Prayer Group (in hall): 
 Every second Saturday 10am 
  
 Baptisms: 
 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays each month.  
 

 Marriages:      
 By appointment 

 
Schools: 

St Matthew’s Primary    Phone: 4560 2300       

Principal: Mr Ben Ticehurst  

Chisholm Catholic Primary    Phone: 4573 3200    

Principal: Mr Michael Mifsud  

Bede Polding College   Phone: 4560 2900 

Principal: Mr Greg Malone  

LITURGY FORMATION COURSES 2026 
The Liturgical Ministry Formation Course will be returning in February 
2026. To avoid disappointment, please send signed enrolment forms 
to ofw@parracatholic.org before Friday 23rd January. Please vis-
it parracatholic.org/liturgical-ministry-course for more information 
about this course. 



ADVENT WREATH RESPONSE:   Come Lord Jesus. 
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the 
         Lord is near. 
FIRST READING:     Isaiah 35 : 1-6, 10 
         God himself will come and save us. 
RESPONSE:              Lord, come and save us.  
SECOND READING:   James 5 : 7-10 
         You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the Lord’s coming will be soon 
ACCLAMATION:      Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring   
         Good News to the poor. Alleluia! 
GOSPEL:      Matthew 11 : 2-11 
         Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for someone else? 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our God will  
         come, and he will save us. 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Deceased: Please pray for the recently deceased Patricia Liddiard as well as George Seguna 
Mary Stella Bonanno, Charles Bonanno, Francis Bonanno, John Mifsud, John Ripa, Frank 
Debono, Ignatius Vella, Jason Vella, Lela Vella, Loreto and Carmen Xerri, Joseph & Carmen 
Teuma, Charlie and Grace Vella, Felix and Maree Sammut, Chris, John, Maryann Sultana 
and family and all the souls in Purgatory.  
Sick: Please pray for Maggie Abraham, Susitina Makasini, Christopher Sales, Thelma Rays, 

Lizella Sciberras, Sam Galea, Kevin Hawkins, Julieta Hawkins, Joe Vella, Delina Galea, Joyce Rapa, 
Sandra Vaughan, Antoinette Vella, Bruno Franz, Francisco Eugenio, Alya and Riley Oyon-Oyon. 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL  
We would like to congratulate our new Parish Pastoral Council members, Cita Adams, Monnette Claravall, Kevin Conolly 
Declan Edgar, Suzanne Kavanagh, Mary Said, John Saliba, Tonya Turner and Terry Victorino who were commissioned at 
the 9am Mass this Sunday. 

Masses: 6.00pm  7.30am 9.00am 5.00pm 

Commentator: T. Ripa J. Wein S. Kavanagh A. Pennings 

Reader/s: M. Said E. El Hindy F. Watkins R. Xerri 

Acolyte/Adult Server: T. Jordan M. Hutchison T. Victorino D. Edgar 

ROSTERS:    20TH21ST DECEMBER, 2025  4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A 

Church Cleaning:  A. Tabone. Sacristy:  B. and N. Duff. 

THE MONDAY CLUB  

The Christmas lunch will be this coming Wednesday 17th December at 12pm in the Richmond Club. Don’t forget 

a gift for Kris Kringle if you would like to take part..   

CHRISTMAS MASS VOLUNTEERS - WE NEED YOU 

For Masses on Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Day, we are in need of volunteers for all of the 

different ministries. Please consider helping 

during one (or more) of the Masses. Any help 

you can give will be greatly appreciated. If you are willing 

to volunteer, please place your name on the sheet at the 

back of the Church.  

We can also use more choir members at all Christmas 

Masses so please come and lend your voice to any choir 

at any Christmas Mass. 

RECONCILIATION 
Second Rite will be held at 7.00pm this Wednesday, 
17th December in St Monica’s Richmond.  

CHRISTMAS MASSES 2025 
Wednesday, 24th December: (Christmas Vigil) 
 6.30pm   Open Air Family Mass 
     (in St Matthew’s School Grounds. 
     Please bring your own chair/rug) 
 8.30pm   Mass (Church) 
 
Thursday, 25th December: (Christmas) 
 Midnight   Mass (Church) 
 7.30am   Mass (Church) 
 9.00am   Mass (Church) 
 
PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO EVENING MASS 

ON CHRISTMAS DAY. 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS ARE FOR SALE AT $10- EACH. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PURCHASE ONE, 
PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE 4577 3073. 


