St Matthew's
Catholic Parish

W

(Established 1831)

12 Tebbutt Street, Windsor, NSW 2756

Telephone: (02) 4577 3073

Our Parish Mission Statement:

faith shared in service.

| |
i We believe and live out the mission of Jesus Christ as a community of worship and i
| |

Parish Team:
Parish Priest: Fr Ranillo Creta
Sacramental Coordinator: Ms Cita Adams
Parish Secretary: Ms Judy Rigg
Parish email: windsor@parracatholic.org
www.stmatthewswindsor.org.au

The office will be closed from Christmas Eve
until Tuesday, 6th January 2026

Masses:
Weekend:
Sat. Vigil
Sun.

Weekday:
Tuesday to Saturday 9.00am

For Christmas Eve and Christmas Mass
Times, see other side of bulletin.

6.00pm
7.30am, 9.00am and 5.00pm

Reconciliation:
Saturday 8.15am and 9.30am

Children’s Liturgy: (returns 18 Jan 2026)
Every Sunday during the 9am Mass

Holy Hour for Children: (returns 6 Feb)
First Friday each month ~ 6.00pm

Sodality of Our Lady (in hall): (returns 9 Feb)
Every Monday 3.30pm to 4.30pm (children)

Pilgrim Rosary (in hall):
Every Tuesday 7pm

Legion of Mary (in hall):
Every Thursday 6pm (youth) (returns 9 Feb)
Every Thursday 7.15pm (adult)

Divine Mercy Prayer Group (in hall):
Every second Saturday 10am

Baptisms:
1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays each month.

Marriages:
By appointment

Schools:
St Matthew’s Primary _Phone: 4560 2300

Principal: Mr Ben Ticehurst

Chisholm Catholic Primary Phone: 4573 3200
Principal: Mr Michael Mifsud

Bede Polding College Phone: 4560 2900
Principal: Mr Greg Malone

Fourth Sunday of Advent Year A
215t December, 2025

We all have dreams. Sometimes they get shat-
tered. Shattered must have been how Joseph S ; y
felt when he went to bed that night: his eSS -
dream of marriage and family, cared for by e
his carpentry work, destroyed with the news that Mary was preg-
nant. Kind man as he must have been, it seems he assumed she
loved another and he decided, that in divorcing her quietly, there
was some chance for happiness out of this situation — her happi-
ness, not his own. He must have been gutted, yet in the depth of
his grief, he thought of another.

But during the night, he discovered another dream, God’'s dream
for him: to be father to the coming Messiah. How he must have
pondered in the dawning light! His dream was to be just a hus-
band, just a father, to have just a family but in the light of God’s
dream these roles became so much more caught up, as they
were, in the mystery of salvation that God was bringing about
through this child. To others, it would look as though his married
life began ‘under a cloud’. There were questions concerning the
paternity of this child, wonderment about Mary but these were
not his concern. His was to be faithful to God's dream for him.

Nobody goes through life without disillusionment. Even the best
of marriages, the most successful of careers turn out differently
to what people had dreamed. When trouble comes, when disaster
happens, if we cling too tightly to our dreams, we may find our-
selves diminished, and even becoming bitter. Our challenge in
such times is to be like Joseph: to discover the dream that God
has for us in this situation. Success does not come in being de-
termined to get what we what but in being faithful to the dream
God has for us.

REST IN THE LOVE OF YOUR GOD.
Recall some of the dreams you have had for your life, especially
those in your early adult years. How have they evolved in your
life? Were some of them stopped because of events beyond your
control? How did you react to that?
Can you see how God's plans for you worked out in your life? Did
your dreams support these? Did they clash?

What dreams do you think God has for you at this time?
Reflection: Sr Kym Harris osb www.prayasyoucan.com.au
Photo credit: Romolo Tavani/Gettyimages

WE STILL HAVE SOME COLUMBAN CALENDARS
FOR SALE AT ONLY $10- EACH. IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO PURCHASE ONE, PLEASE CONTACT THE
PARISH OFFICE 4577 3073.

___________________________________________________________




ADVENT WREATH RESPONSE: Come Lord Jesus.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds

rain down the Just One; let the earth be opened and bring

forth a Saviour.

Isaiah 7 : 10-14

The virgin will conceive.

Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

Romans 1:1-7

Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the Son of God.

Alleluia, alleluia! A virgin will give birth to a son; his name will be

Emmanuel: God is with us. Alleluia!

Matthew 1 : 18-24

Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, a son of David.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be
called Emmanuel.

R ',,

FIRST READING:

RESPONSE:
SECOND READING:

ACCLAMATION:
GOSPEL:

: PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS: :
: Deceased: Please pray for the recently deceased Simon Touma, Patricia Liddiard as well as
George Seguna, Ignatius Vella, Charlie and Grace Vella, Felix and Maree Sammut, Julian i
and Carmen Felice, Tania Felice, Jerry Simotas, Carmen and Anthony Vella, Frank Felice, |
Paul Farrugia, Diana and Ignatius Pereira, Chris, John, Maryann Sultana and family. i
Sick: Please pray for Maggie Abraham, Susitina Makasini, Christopher Sales, Thelma Rays, |
Lizella Sciberras, Sam Galea, Kevin Hawkins, Julieta Hawkins, Joe Vella, Delina Galea, |
1Joyce Rapa, Sandra Vaughan, Antoinette Vella, Bruno Franz, Francisco Eugenio, Gail Felice, [
I Alya Oyon-Oyon and Riley Oyon-Oyon. I
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|
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND THANK YOU | CHRISTMAS MASSES 2025
| Wednesday, 24th December: (Christmas Vigil)

v 6.30pm Open Air Family Mass
‘YA( (in St Matthew’s School Grounds.
Please bring your own chair/rug)
We 8.30pm Mass (Church)

would like
to thank everyone

Thursday, 25th December: (Christmas)
%

who has helped in the Midnight Mass (Church) / \\
7.30am Mass (Church) &m
9.00am )

over the past year. A special thank you to
those who will be contributing to our Christmas
liturgies, to help make them wonderful celebrations..
We hope everyone has a lovely Christmas with family
and friends and we pray that next year you will
experience
peace, joy
and many
blessings. i

1! LEGION OF MARY

God bless you. The Parish team %! There are a number of youth and children | :

Mass (Church) l«ﬁ f)

PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO EVENING MASS
ON CHRISTMAS DAY. I

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
This Sunday is the last Children’s Liturgy for the
year. It will resume at the 9am Mass on Sun-
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<! Legion activities which are on hold until
REMINDER: PLEASE DO NOT ENTER THE CHURCH I February. For details on which activities,
IF YOU ARE FEELING UNWELL. I please see the front of the bulletin.
S _
ROSTERS: 27TH28TH DECEMBER, 2025 THE HOLY FAMILY YEAR A
Church Cleaning: K. and G. Moffitt. Sacristy: M. Roth and C. Vella.
Masses: 6.00pm 7.30am 9.00am 5.00pm
Commentator: H. Sobiesiak S. Mackenzie C. Conolly C. Chalker
Reader/s: M. Williams J. Wein L. Buchanan S. Tyler
Acolyte/Adult Server: | J. Saliba M. Hutchison Volunteer G. Claravall




