St Matthew's
Catholic Parish

W

(Established 1831)

12 Tebbutt Street, Windsor, NSW 2756

Telephone: (02) 4577 3073

Our Parish Mission Statement:

faith shared in service.

| |
i We believe and live out the mission of Jesus Christ as a community of worship and i
| |

Parish Team:
Parish Priest: Fr Ranillo Creta
Sacramental Coordinator: Ms Cita Adams
Parish Secretary: Ms Judy Rigg
Parish email: windsor@parracatholic.org
www.stmatthewswindsor.org.au

Office hours next week 9.30am to 4.30pm
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday

Schools:
St Matthew’s Primary _Phone: 4560 2300

Principal: Mr Ben Ticehurst

Chisholm Catholic Primary Phone: 4573 3200
Principal: Mr Michael Mifsud

Bede Polding College Phone: 4560 2900
Principal: Mr Greg Malone

Masses:
Weekend:
Sat. Vigil  6.00pm
Sun. 7.30am, 9.00am and 5.00pm
Weekday:.
Tuesday to Saturday 9.00am
Reconciliation
Saturday 9.30am

Children’s Liturgy
Every Sunday during the 9am Mass

Holy Hour for Children
First Friday each month

6.00pm

Sodality of Our Lady (in hall):
Every Monday 3.30pm to 4.30pm (children)

Pilgrim Rosary (in hall):
Every Tuesday 7pm

Legion of Mary (in hall):
Every Thursday 6pm (youth)
Every Thursday 7.15pm (adult)

Divine Mercy Prayer Group (in hall):
Every second Saturday 10am

Baptisms:
1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays each month.

Marriages:
By appointment

First Sunday of Advent Year A
30th November, 2025

The early British explorers mystified B
the local aboriginal peoples when they St “
first travelled through this land. Why g
were these strange white people suffer-
ing starvation and thirst when they were passing by obvious sources of
food and water? Were they on some form of self-inflicted trial? Were
they seeking a slow form of suicide? We know what the local people did
not. The explorers could not see what was in front of them because
they were expecting food and drink to be something different from
what was actually in the bush.

In a very real sense we can be like them. We fail to see the presence
of God because our expectations of what God’s presence is like are
different from how God actually comes to us. We want something more
dramatic, more obvious than the quiet, gentle way. We want to be
saved from our problems, rather than having to work through them. We
want others to change rather than have to change ourselves. We want
the lottery win rather than the discipline of budgeting and self-restraint.

The signs of God’s presence are constantly around us: sunrises, the
beauty of flowers, the playfulness of pets. No matter how many people
deny the existence of God, God will continue to delight in creation and
ask us to join in that delight. God’s care shines through people as well as
nature. Notice how much co-operation goes on in our society. Most
traffic reaches its destination; the media, the internet, our supermar-
kets, all work most of the time because people are constantly co-
operating with each other. We only notice the rare failures. The signs of
God’s love are constantly around us...and within us. Nearly all of us have
someone who loves us. And we all desire to love in some way. These
signs of God are not something remote from our lives — they are pre-
sent in our midst for those who chose to see.

The signs do not negate the existence of sin and evil in our world:
hatred, ugliness, violence, injustice, pettiness and the myriad of awful
things we ourselves experience and see in the media. God asks us to
join in the work of salvation of Jesus Christ in overcoming evil but we
will only be able to do our part if we have already embraced the abun-
dant good present in our world.

REST IN THE LOVE OF YOUR GOD.
What are the deep concerns of your heart. Imagine Jesus holding those
concerns for you.
Recognise an area of your life in which you are neglectful. Ask God if
and how you should do anything about it.

Reflection: Sr Kym Harris osb www.prayasyoucan.com.au
Graphics: https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/



ADVENT WREATH RESPONSE:

Come Lord Jesus.
! ’,,

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: To you, | lift up my soul, O my God. In you, | have trusted; let Q

me not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me;

and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

Isaiah 2 : 1-5

The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the kingdom of God.

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Romans 13 : 11-14

The time has come, our salvation is near.

Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your

salvation. Alleluia!

Matthew 24 :37-44

Stay awake, you must be ready

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: The Lord will bestow his bounty and our earth shall yield its increase.

FIRST READING:

RESPONSE:
SECOND READING:

ACCLAMATION:
GOSPEL:

' PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS: :

Deceased: Please pray for the recently deceased Rosario Aquino, Paul Vella, (Anniversary of ;
«i—- Mary Stella Bonanno) as well as Charles Bonanno, Frank Debono, John Mifsud, John Ripa, |
Francis Bonanno, Jason Vella, Lela Vella, Joseph and Josephine Sultana, Loreto and Carmen |
Xerri, Joseph and Carmen Teuma, Chris, John, Maryann Sultana and family and all the souls |
in Purgatory. i
| Sick: Please pray for Maggie Abraham, Susitina Makasini, Christopher Sales, Thelma Rays, |
| Fely Watkins, Lizella Sciberras, Sam Galea, Kevin Hawkins, Julieta Hawkins, Joe Vella, Delina Galea, |
|Sandra Vaughan, Antoinette Vella, Joyce Rapa, Alya and Riley Oyon-Oyon. |

| MONDAY CLUB :
| The next meeting is this Monday, 1st December in the hall. Please come along to enjoy good conversation and |
:good food. $15 per person covers morning tea and lunch. All parishioners are invited. :

—_—_—— e

HOLY HOUR FOR CHILDREN ﬁ,.?
We will be holding the monthly Holy Hour for children this Friday, 5th December at 6pm in the Church ;i,ﬁ;
followed by Mass at 7pm. All parishioners especially children, are invited to attend. T~

FOLLOW UP FUNDRAISING MEETING
We will be holding another fundraising meeting in the hall next Sunday, 7th December. It will start at
10.15am with morning tea. All parishioners are invited even if you were unable to attend the last meeting.

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

| CANDLES

1 We are still selling Anniversary candles in two different fragrances to help raise more funds for the re-
ifurbishment of the hall.. They are only $69.95 each and make a perfect Christmas gift for family and
ifriends. Order forms are available at the back of the Church along with a sample of each fragrance so
1 you can purchase the one (or more) that you prefer.

THE NEXT READER, ADULT SERVER, ACOLYTE ROSTER AS WELL AS CHURCH CLEANING ROSTER IS
AVAILABLE FOR COLLECTION AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH. PLEASE TAKE YOUR COPY HOME AFTER MASS.
BISHOP S CHRISTMAS APPEAL — SUPPORTING CATHOLIC CARE GRIEF AND LOSS COUNSELLING
A’r all Masses last weekend, we held the Bishop's Christmas Appeal supporting Catholic Care
grlef and loss counselling. If you were unable to donate last weekend, there are still enve-
Iopes available at the back of the Church. Donations can be placed in either collection or
' in the box near the envelopes. Your generosity will be appreciated.

ROSTERS: 6TH/7TH DECEMBER, 2025 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A
Church Cleaning: M. Quattromani and J. Mooney. Sacristy: M. Roth and C. Vella.
Masses: 6.00pm 7.30am 9.00am 5.00pm
Commentator: M. Said J. Wein Lorna Buchanan |A. Pennings
Reader/s: T. Ripa S. Mackenzie l. Willingham E. Sultana
Acolyte/Adult Server: | T. Jordan M. Hutchison J. Rapa D. Edgar




