St Matthew's
Catholic Parish

W

(Established 1831)

12 Tebbutt Street, Windsor, NSW 2756
Telephone: (02) 4577 3073

Our Parish Mission Statement:

faith shared in service.

| |
i We believe and live out the mission of Jesus Christ as a community of worship and i
| |

Parish Team:
Parish Priest: Fr Ranillo Creta
Deacon: Paul Tran
Sacramental Coordinator: Ms Cita Adams
Parish Secretary: Ms Judy Rigg
Parish email: windsor@parracatholic.org
www.stmatthewswindsor.org.au

Office hours 9.30am to 4.30pm
Monday, Tuesday Thursday and Friday
9.3am to 4pm Wednesday

Masses:
Easter Weekend:
Sat. Vigil  6.00pm
Sun. 7.30am, 9.00am and 5.00pm
Weekday::
Tuesday to Saturday 9.00am
First Friday monthly (Hospital)  11.30am
First Friday monthly 7.00pm

Reconciliation:
Saturday 8.15 - 8.45am and 9.30 - 10.30am

Children’s Liturgy:
Every Sunday during the 9am Mass

Holy Hour For Children:
First Friday each month

Sodality of Our Lady (in hall):
Every Monday 3.30pm to 4.30pm (children)

6.00pm

Pilgrim Rosary (in hall):
Every Tuesday 7pm

Legion of Mary (in hall):
Every Thursday 6pm (youth)
Every Saturday 3.30pm (adult)

Divine Mercy Prayer Group (in hall):
Saturday fortnightly 10am

Baptisms:
1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays each month.

Marriages:
By appointment

Schools:
St Matthew’s Primary _Phone: 4560 2300

Principal: Mr Ben Ticehurst

Chisholm Catholic Primary Phone: 4573 3200
Principal: Mr Michael Mifsud

Bede Polding College Phone: 4560 2900
Principal: Mr Greg Malone

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A
26th July, 2026

The twin parables of today’s gospel — the
treasure in the field and the pearl of great
value — reveal a paradoxical truth about the |58
kingdom of Heaven. Throughout the gos- —‘,@-
pels, Jesus presents the kingdom as ‘now | Pe====g
but not yet’; as ‘present but future’. This :
paradox is captured in these twin parables. In both cases, the
kingdom is likened to something of great value that is discov-
ered but cannot be immediately grasped. In both parables, the
finder must go away and sell everything so that they can even-
tually come to possess the treasure they have discovered.

By comparing this experience with the kingdom of Heaven, Je-
sus suggests that most of us can only ever catch glimpses of
what it means to live in the kingdom. For most of us, only in the
future reality of heaven will we ever fully come to understand
the kingdom. However, those glimpses that we catch — those
moments of inspiration and connection with God and with one
another — are like the treasures of the parables. They are
enough to inspire us to do what it takes to make sure that we
will one day enter into that kingdom reality.

The third parable of this gospel passage reveals yet another
truth about the kingdom. The dragnet thrown into the sea is like
the message of Jesus — it is flung far and wide and does not
discriminate about where it falls or on whom it falls. This para-
ble rounds out the chapter that began with the parable of the
sower and the image of casting the net is a neat parallel to the
indiscriminate casting of seed. It is not up to the one who casts
the net, the seed or the Word. Rather it is up to each individual
to determine how they will respond to receiving the Word.

GOSPEL FOCUS - THE KINGDOM IS LIKE...

Throughout the gospels, Jesus consistently uses the figures of
speech of simile and metaphor to describe the kingdom. He
never directly describes the kingdom. It is always described as
being like some situation or person or as if... This figurative use
of language means that we have no single clear picture of what
the kingdom is like but we do have a multitude of metaphors
and descriptions. This style of description adds to the paradoxi-
cal nature of the kingdom — it is like many things yet we don’t
really know what it is like at all.

Reflection: Greg Sunter www.liturgyhelp.com
Graphics: https://www.liturgyhelp.com



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: God is in his holy place, God who unites those who dwell in W,
his house; he himself gives might and strength to his people. \ )"/
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3: 5. 7-12 @
You have asked for wisdom.
RESPONSE: Lord, | love your commands.
SECOND READING: Romans 8 : 28-30

He predestined us to become true images of his Son.
ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you
have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia!
GOSPEL: Matthew 13 : 44-52
He sells everything he owns and buys the field.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his benefits.

| PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS: |
Deceased: Please pray for the recently deceased Roland Rodriguez, Andrew Russek as |
well as Andrew Ellis, Karen Bartolo, Antonia Sultana, Chris, John, Maryann Sultana & family |
Sick: Please pray for Thelma Rays, Susitina Makasini, Lizella Sciberras, Sam Galea, !
Kevin and Julietta Hawkins, Joyce Rapa, Sandra Vaughan, Patricia Donohue, Delina Galea, |
Bruno Franz, Gail Felice, Leo Stivala, Corinne Anderson, Fely Watkins, Maureena Drury, |
Joe Vella, Alya Oyon-Oyon and Riley Oyon-Oyon. '

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

| SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM - CONFIRMATION
' At special Masses next week, 84 children from the parish will be receiving the Sacrament

 of Confirmation. Parishioners are asked to please keep these children and their parents in
.your prayers at this special time.

BAPTISM PREPARATION TALK

The next Baptism Talk will be held at 7.30pm this Thursday, 30th July in the hall. Baptisms are held
on the first, second and third Sundays of each month and bookings for the Baptism are made at
the talk. Bookings are also required for the talk and can be made by contacting the Parish Office.

HAWKESBURY HOSPITAL MASSES

Mass will again be celebrated in the Hospital Chapel at 11.30am on the first Friday of eve-
ry month for patients, visitors and staff. The first Mass will be held at 11.30am on Friday,
7th August. -~
If you are a patient in the hospital and would like communion, please speak to the Hospital >
Pastoral Care team and they will arrange it for you. For privacy reasons, requests can not be made
for family members or friends without their consent.

|PARISH SURVEY I
| | From this weekend the Parish Pastoral Council is inviting parishioners to participate in a brief sur- :
:vey to help us understand the views and priorities of members of our parish community. We hope |
Ithat the survey will help to guide the pastoral council in meeting the needs of our community, as l
lweII as helping all of us at St Matthew’s to grow in faith and respond more fully to God’s call. We :
: hope that every individual, including teenagers, takes the opportunity to respond, so that every- |
ione’s ideas are included. :
:The survey will take only a few minutes and can be answered online via this link :
: https://forms.gle/PflJdY4ovM2HapJmX8 or use the QR code found at the back of the church. |
| For those not comfortable with responding online, there are some paper copies of the survey avail- l
:able at the back of the church. The survey will be open for responses over the next three weeks. :

I INQUIRY EVENING- SAVE THE DATE |
| If you are interested in becoming Catholic, learning more about the Catholic faith, or know !
| of someone who is, we will be holding our Inquiry Evening at 7pm on Monday, 5th October i
lin the Parish hall. If you are interested or want more information, please contact the Parish |
| office 4577 3073. L |

[ REMINDER: PLEASE DO NOT ENTER THE CHURCH OR ATTEND MASS IF YOU ARE FEELING UNWELL, ]




iThis National Vocations Awareness Week, Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv and our

i Holy Spirit Seminarians will get #Active4Vocations in City2Surf on Sunday 9th August.

' Please pray for vocations and support our seminarians as they take on the 14km jour-
i ney from Sydney to Bondi to promote priestly vocations. Spur them on with a donation
1 at tinyurl.com/Active4Vocations. If you feel called to the priesthood, visit parracatholic.

i org/contribute/discern-my-vocation/priesthood

!ST THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH RAFFLE

I Springwood Parish is holding a raffle to help raise funds towards the construction of a new

j€ase some of the parish’s ongoing financial commitments. This important project will pro-
-vide suitable accommodation to support the long-term pastoral and spiritual care of their

: parish community. Drawn online: 12:00 PM, Saturday 15th August. Purchase tickets

< —
~

URGENT NEED FOR FOSTER CARERS
Our country is currently facing a significant shortage of foster homes. Because churches are

often at the heart of community compassion, many dedicated carers come from faith comm-

unities just like ours. Wesley Mission is in urgent need of more foster carers in Australia.

If you would like to help, please contact 9263 5555 or email; wesley. mission@wesleymission.org.au

o o
I

GOT YOUR WEDDING PLANS UNDER CONTROL?

| How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged Encounter provides you with deeper insights info each

| your relationship. For further information visit our web site: www.engagedencounter.org.au Choose any

|
|
|
I other and into married life. We give you a chance to spend time together to strengthen and enrich :
|
|
|

Lof the coming Weekends: Aug 8-9, Nov 14-15, Feb 13-14

HIDDEN TREASURE AND THE PEARL
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ROSTERS: 1ST/2ND AUGUST, 2026 18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A
Church Cleaning: C. Teuma and T. May. Sacristy: D. Marshall and M. Hutchison.
Masses: 6.00pm 7.30am 9.00am 5.00pm
Commentator: H. Sobiesiak J. Wein C. Conolly A. Pennings
Reader: C. Bazouni S. Mackenzie L. Buchanan E.. Sultana
Acolyte/Adult Server: | J. Saliba M. Hutchison T. Victorino D. Edgar




PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT US.

BOLD Sl

ACCOUNTING

. SAFETY COMPLIANCE MATTERS

* Work Heath & Safety Documentation and Compliance
Accou ntants for Trad I es * Human Resources Documentation
* Template design, Microsoft Word, Excel & Access

. including small Databases
Are you a frustrated Trade Business Owner? * Small Accounts Payable/Receivables including Payroll

" ; . Colleen 0402 778 575
¢ Mlssmg out on the gmdance and advice you colleen@safetyinspector.com.au | www.thesafetyinspector.com.au

BLIGH PARK PEST CONTROL

» Worried about penalties & interest from
late or missing lodgements?

For Courteous, Friendly, Professional Advice & Service

LIC. No. 1270

* Frustrated because your accountant
RMITES, COC ROACHES ANTS, RODENTS & SPIDERS, ETC,

doesn’t call you back?
¢ Unsure that you are getting the best tax
result possible?

FAX: 4577 3123

Contact Patrick Conolly at Bold Accounting: - N /
(02) 9145 2863 9% B 4577 4461
www.boldaccounting.com.au | A 0418 244 355

KM Legal

7/374 High Street, Penrith NSW 2750

PO BOX 124, Penrith NSW 2751

KM LEGAL s

WILLS AND ESTATES L hello@kmlegal.com.au

024712 8015

IV MODERN VISION Mry Solutions"
- ' - "~ You can Trust

=

Experienced Provider for Solar & Battery Installation

+ Qualified, Licensed & Insured l
* Reliable & Professional Service i

» Residential & Commercial

. 024587 9557 @ Sales@modernvisionelectrical.com.au



http://www.the

